Anne Jenkins and Lee Nelson:

February’s speakers dealt with the creative force in different ways. Anne and Lee once lived in
New Orleans, La, but like many others had to relocate after Hurricane Katrina.

Let’s start by discussing Anne and what she has brought to the area. Anne is a gifted artist.
She was born and raised in South Africa and is a British citizen. She and her husband have
taken over one of the store fronts in Union Point and it now serves as a gallery, consulting
offices, studio, and home. She calls it “The Point of Art”, but lovingly refers to it as “the funky
old gallery in the middle of nowhere.” She shares the gallery space with approximately 24
other artists currently. A new show is put on every six weeks or so and she bases the shows
on themes. The Point of Art Gallery, Union Point show "Rite of Passage" opens March 19 and
runs through May 23. There is a meet the artist’s reception on Thursday March 19 from 6-8
PM. Wine will be served. You can reach the gallery at (706) 486-6808.

Anne is also a partner of a gallery in Washington, GA called La Place. "Fragile Balance"
opens April 2 and runs through May 30. An opening reception to meet the artists will be held
on April 2 from 6-8 PM. Wine will be served. You can reach the gallery during gallery hours
at (706) 678-6258 and after hours (706) 486-6808.

Anne is known for her soft watercolor house portraits, funky folk art painted on tin roof tiles,
and big canvas acrylic works full of vibrant color and movement. Her work is in private
collections in the United States and internationally. In addition, she has many corporate clients
— Universal Studios, Datacert, and Entergy Corp.

Lee Nelson, the other half of the duo, is very involved in being a “Better Home Town Manager.”
You might ask what that is and I'll tell you. It turns out that Lee and Anne lived in five states
over approximately 9 months after Hurricane Katrina. They were looking for a place to make a
difference and bring life back into a small town. After checking out many locations, they were
finally referred to Union Point. There first visit occurred on a Wednesday and the town was
empty. They were perplexed, but found out that this is the norm for a Wednesday.



Fortunately, they went back on another day, met the mayor and a bond of vision for the sleepy
little town was born. They say timing is everything and in this case it's true.

Lee is now the Director of the Union Point Downtown Development Authority which is
overseeing the revitalization of the town. His background in business finance and marketing
for a several large banks has been helpful. He also conducts Entrepreneurial Artist workshops
to help artists market their art successfully for profit and has had a very positive response to
his teaching methods. Lee is also involved in the “Rails to Trails Corridor” which is the old train
route between Athens and Union Point. The vision is to have a bike/hiking path over this
corridor. Lee has been successful in obtaining Federal grant money for the town of Union
Point to help in the cost of the make-over.

The couple was written up in the June 2008 issue of Southern Living and Anne recently
received an award from the state of Georgia Tourism Foundation as a Founding Producer of
Distinction in their program awarding Georgia made/Georgia grown products. Make sure you
make time to visit them on an afternoon jaunt.

You can find them at:

The Point of Art

604 Sibley Avenue

Union Point, Georgia 30669
www. ThePointofArt.net

The gallery is open Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM. All other days are by
appointment, but if you phone ahead the gallery can be opened at any time. Just call 706-372-
7146.

Art Gallery La Place

7 East Square
Washington, GA 30673
www.artgallerylaplace.com

They're open every Thursday-Saturday from 11:00-6:00 PM, any other day by appointment,
just call (706) 486-6808.



