April 2009

Dr. Warren McPherson was our April 2009 speaker. He is the Director of the Athens, GA
Montessori school. This year, they are celebrating their 30™ anniversary here in Athens. Dr.
McPherson is a graduate of Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., with a B.A. in English Literature. He taught
briefly in Virginia and became interested in the Montessori methodology. He studied at the Washington
Montessori Institute, Washington, D.C., and received his Montessori Certification for ages 2-1/2 to 7.
He met his wife, LaVonne, in Washington. They married and moved to Wisconsin where they both
taught Montessori and lived on a farm that they renovated. Five years later they moved to Athens,
where they taught at a Montessori school headed by a parent’s cooperative. The cooperative folded in
two years and Dr. McPherson began his own school.

Dr. McPherson told us that our research in child education has the answers now on what is needed and
how children best respond. Interestingly, the consensus in academia regarding what to teach and how
to teach it dovetails with the principles and practices of the Montessori methodology.

Dr. Maria Montessori, a teacher in Italy, developed the methodology, while teaching children with
learning deficiencies. The results were phenomenal. It was later applied to children who did not have
learning deficiencies with extraordinary results and has been around for more than 100 years. The
application of this methodology is also not limited to the United States, but is used in countries all over
the world.

Dr. McPherson discussed the Montessori principles with the group and then performed his version of
“Fiddler on the Roof” with a Montessori twist. He then opened the floor to questions which ran the
gamut from cost to testing prior to transitioning into a standard High School. He advised us that the
Valedictorians from both Athens High Schools this past year were Montessori students.

We were advised that the school does tours every Tuesday, if you or members of your family are
interested. Their telephone number is 706-549-8490. The school is located at 3145 Barnett Shoals
Road

Athens, Georgia 30605. Their website is http://www.athensmontessori.org/montessori.html.



Rather than write out the seven structures from my notes, | chose to pull the information from their
website and listed it below.

Seven Points of the Montessori System

1.

Each child works at his own pace. Hence the quick child is not held back by the slow; nor is the
latter, in trying to keep up with the former, obliged to flounder along helplessly out of his depth.
Each stone in the mental edifice is well laid before the next is added.

Since the child works from his own free choice, without competition or coercion, he is freed from
danger of over strain, feelings of inferiority, or other experiences which are apt to be the
unconscious cause of profound mental disturbances in later life.

It has proved itself of universal application. Within a single generation, it has been tried with
complete success with children of almost every civilized nation. Race, color, climate, nationality,
social rank, type of civilization--all these make no difference to its successful application.

The Montessori Method develops the whole personality of the child, not merely his intellectual
function, but also his powers of deliberation, initiative, and independent choice, with their
emotional compliments. By living as a free member of a real social community, the child is
trained in those fundamental social qualities which form the basis of good citizenship.

The Montessori system encourages self-discipline, self-knowledge, and independence, as well
as enthusiasm for learning, an organized approach to problem-solving and academic skills.
Most children appear to adjust readily to new situations when they go from Montessori to
traditional classroom environments. In all likelihood this is because they have developed self-
discipline and independence in the Montessori environment.

In a Montessori class, a child is not pushed to intellectual accomplishment. He is given the keys
to exploration through sensorial material, which is an aid to classifying and organizing the
impressions his mind already holds. Intellectual exploration forms the backbone and structure of
all the creative work in a Montessori classroom. Voluntary repetition of an exercise by a child
without suggestion or command is a phenomena common in Montessori classrooms throughout
the world. To repeat is to acquire understanding, to demonstrate concentration, to work toward
perfection.

| also found a chart on the internet which gives a comparison between traditional and the Montessori
based education methodology. This may be of help to those of you considering between traditional and
non traditional education for your children or grandchildren.

TRADITIONAL MONTESSORI
Rigid Curriculum Flexible curriculum
Progresses at teacher's pace Allows the child t o learn at his own pace
Constant guidance by teacher Child free to discover on his own
Non scientific Scientific method of teaching
Much role-play and fantasy Reality orientated
Random placement - not necessary to return to Specific places for materials - sense of order
specific place
Teacher decides what the child has to learn Child chooses activities according to inner

needs



Teacher-centered environment Child-centered learning environment

Use of reward and punishment in motivation Self-education through self-correcting materials
All children are treated alike Recognition of sensitive periods in each child
Play materials for non-specific skills Multi-sensory materials to develop specific skills
Rigid rules not to move furniture and to sit in Liberty to move about self and furniture

designated places

Silence is on many occasions enforced Liberty to speak (without disturbing others) as he
pleases

Focus on imparting maximum quantum of knowledge Focus on developing the child's wholesome
personality

We thoroughly enjoyed Dr. McPherson’s presentation and his theatrical representation of Tevye.



