August 2008:

As Betsey Barth, our Program Director, said, there was good news and bad news: For those of you enjoying vacations
or unable to attend for other reasons, our August meeting was a great success and you missed a very informative
meeting. The GOOD news is that we got 4 new members and the Silent Auction of donated items brought in $607.00 for
the Emergency Food Bank. This was in addition to member donations of canned goods and staples.

Francis Lang introduced her friend and our August speaker, Kim Ramos, Director of the Athens Area Emergency Food
Bank. Kim advised us that there are actually two Athens Food Banks. The one she directs is for emergency situations
and handles the needs of the working poor in the Athens area when they run into a situation beyond their normal abilities.
These families are subsisting on the minimum wage and the need for new tires creates a crisis. The mission of the
Emergency Food Bank is to provide a family with a weeks worth of groceries based on the number of household
members. The kicker is they can only do so twice in a six month period. There are some exceptions for unforeseen
circumstances, but this is rare. Kim advised that the Emergency Food Bank relies heavily on groups like ours to make up
the difference in certain items through our monthly donations. Right now, they specifically needed cans of high protein
beans (pintos, limas, mixed vegetables not including corn), pasta, and fruit juice to name but a few items. Francis Lang
can provide you with a more complete list of their current needs.

In addition to this very informative presentation, we held a Silent Auction with donations from our membership. As noted
above $607 was raised for the Emergency Food Bank.

Finally, many of the members brought in arts and crafts to “show and tell”. Each member who brought an item/s, gave a
short presentation on it. We found we had hidden talent and unusual treasures in our membership.

It was a great meeting!



