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The spotlight is on Betsey Barth this month. We all know Betsey as our very gifted Program
Director at AANC. However, there’s so much more to know about this woman. Hopefully, |
have captured a bit of her essence in the following paragraphs.

Betsey was born in Buffalo, New York and lived there till the age of 2. Her parents were
graduates of Alfred University in Alfred, NY. Her father became the University Librarian and
her mother was a talented potter. Betsey graduated high school in Alfred and attended
Houghton College in New York, majoring in Sociology and Education and minoring in French
and Art. Work/study jobs got Betsey through her college years and got her summer jobs on
Cape Cod with the skills she learned. She says she ironed linens for the dining halls, carried
a tray with 8 dinner services at a time, and other jobs to pay her way through her
undergraduate and graduate schooling. Her Masters degree was received from State
University of New York at Buffalo in Sociology and she completed another graduate program
at St. Bonaventure in Public School Administration. At that time, she became the Asst.
Superintendent of Schools for a three county region in Western New York state.

Betsey taught Sociology at Alfred University, while married to her first husband, After the
dissolution of this marriage, Betsey was lucky and met “the love of her life”, Bob Barth, on the
ski slopes. Betsey and Bob did not have children, but she was step-mother to Bob’s two
children from a previous marriage. Judy is married and lives near Rochester, NY. She has
four children who have completed college. John is married and lives near Boulder, CO and is
an environmental attorney working to rescue lakes and rivers from pollution. His son is a
champion skier, is involved in soccer and writes poetry, all at the age of 12. Both Judy and
John still stay in touch and Betsey enjoys hearing from them.

When Betsey and Bob were first married, he worked for Kodak during a very rough company
downsizing period and it was his job to perform the layoffs. Bob had already had a heart

attack prior to their marriage and another due to the stress of his position. Two of his doctors
recommended surgery and one recommended a lifestyle change. The Barth’s chose to avoid



the very risky surgery and in 1976 sold their home in New York and moved to Georgia where
they built a home on Lake Lanier. Betsey taught Sociology at North Georgia University in
Dahlonega. Among other things, the couple enjoyed working on the building and
transformation of homes together.

While teaching at North Georgia College and University in Dahlonega, she had an opportunity
to complete her PhD in Higher Education Administration, when she received a nomination from
the President of her college to the Georgia Board of Regents, which provided scholarships for
further study to five appointees annually. Betsey’s parents moved to Gainesville during this
time.

Later, Betsey was the Academic Dean at Brenau University in Gainesville, GA and remained
there for four years. Unfortunately, the happiness she found with Bob was short-lived when he
died in 1986. Betsey had been thinking about returning to UGA and she did shortly after Bob’s
death. Betsey’s mother, who was now also alone, moved with her and was with her until just
last year when she passed on as well. For over ten years, Betsey was the Director of the
undergraduate program at the UGA Terry College of Business and chose an early retirement
to care for her mother.

Betsey has come through adversity, but continues to enjoy life. She loves to collect antiques,
restore furniture and houses, enjoys photography, interior design, and painting (although she
hasn’t found much time yet for the latter). She also has made a small business venture of
providing decorative flower effects for professional shops and offices, churches, UGA
receptions, and other venues, changing out the arrangements on a monthly or seasonal basis.
She calls the venture “Wild Flowers”. She enjoys skiing, snowmobiling, and riding trail bike
motorcycles....but not recently.

Betsey traveled to Europe earlier in her life, visiting Holland and Switzerland, as well as other
countries. She loves going to the Adirondack Mountains of New York. She was invited to
Bolivia for a month by an exchange student for her wedding. She shared that her date to the
wedding was the Canadian Ambassador.

In the past few years, Betsey has become a driver and companion for Louise Shearon, one of
our members, when Louise decided to leave the driving to someone else. Betsey said
“Spending time with Louise is a blessing | never anticipated. These have been wonderful
years with her.” Betsey also helps with some of the charitable work done by Ashford Manor,
most recently “Grace’s Birthday Party” and fund raisers for the Veterinary College at UGA.

Betsey has a cat named Hatty (5) and a Brittany Spaniel named Jenny (7) to keep her
company. She shared that she has just completed a project on her house, adding a small
porch with a tin roof where she can enjoy the company of visitors.

When | asked what she would like to share with others that they might not know about her, she
told me she was working on a book about ten mountains she has climbed and the influence of
these climbs on her faith and point of view on life. Wow! Who knew!

Her advice to others is “make friends and keep friends.”



