David and Hilda Fletcher were our guest speakers this month. Our Betsey met David
through her work at the college. David’s position at UGA was helping students going through a
crisis. He is now retired from that position, but not retired by any stretch of the imagination.
David has a small lawn maintenance business on the side and when Betsey lost her husband,
he began mowing her lawn without charge. Betsey met David’s wife Hilda because she rewired
several of their antique lamps.

David and Hilda were high school and college sweethearts. David was in the Army Artillery in
1961 when he was assigned to Germany. He recalled the trip by ship without stabilizers during
the winter gales. Hilda, his new bride, met him there in February 1962, where they lived with a
Methodist family during the “cold war”. They have remained friends with this family ever since
and often visit with the offspring, although the parents have passed away. During this time in
Europe, Hilda and David took every opportunity to travel and see the world. Hilda often was
able to go without David, since David’s first duty was to Uncle Sam. David recalled trips that
Hilda made to Russia and the Middle East during a time when not many had the opportunity to
go to these places.

After Germany, the couple returned to the United States and raised four children. David
worked for the phone company in the mid 60’s. He then went on to work for UGA and retired
from his position there approximately 10 years ago. The couple love to travel and have learned
how to do so on a dime. They truly enjoy meeting people and learning about other cultures.

Both David and Hilda are active in their church mission work (Tuckston United Methodist
Church of Athens, GA) as well as other charitable groups which they participate in, providing
their talents to enrich the community and the world. One of the points Hilda wanted to make is
that people who do things for people in other countries, also do things for people in their own
community. | think she’s tired of being asked why do you go to these other countries to help
people when we have needy people right here.

David and Hilda work with “Women of the World”, where Hilda does teacher training. She was
leaving for Afghanistan shortly after our meeting. They have housed a young woman from



Brazil, whom they met on one of their trips, while she came here to learn English. They have
also worked with the “River of Life” group painting houses, building wheelchair ramps, and
fixing up homes in the area. These are just a few of the organizations they are involved in.

Most recently, both David and Hilda are assisting their 19 year old granddaughter, who
purchased the Black Forest Bakery and moved it from it’s previous location on Prince Avenue
to it's new location on the East side of Athens, near Mirko’s and beside Johnny’s New York
Pizza on Gaines School Rd. Several of our members have been to the bakery and advise that
it is wonderful. They also make sandwiches and our ladies vouched for the freshness and
good taste of the items they purchased. You may want to stop by and check the Black Forest
Bakery out at it's new location.

These people were our first speakers this year with our current theme of “Doing Good. Making
Good .... And Doing Well”. | think our take-away from this meeting was that there’s a lot we
can do in our community to make it better and that for those so inclined, we can take it to the
world.



