John Washington , of Washington Farms, visited us in June. John’s farms in Loganville and
Athens are the site of a lot of local excitement throughout the year. At the Athens location in
the Fall, there’s the Pumpkin Patch, hayrides, and the Corn Maze. There are also blueberries
and blackberries in June/July and all year round, there’s the petting zoo, picnic area, and
playground at the Athens location. In the spring, you can pick your own strawberries or they’ll
pick them for you at either location.

John shared with us the story of how he and his family came to Athens. John graduated with a
degree in Forestry and initially worked for lumber companies, running crews that cut the
timber. Later, he heard about Eagle Ranch in Flowery Branch, near Chateau Elan, and their
need for House Parents. He and his wife took on the job with gusto and spent several years
there, helping troubled teens.

Later, John decided he would like to have a strawberry field and began looking for land. He
also needed a home and a job in order to cover the expenses. A friend of his helped him to
obtain all three.

What started as a strawberry farm grew. A late frost wiped out the strawberries planted in the
third year. That lesson taught John not to put all his eggs in one basket (literally). Now
pumpkins are planted in the same field the strawberries are harvested from for a second
annual crop from one field. John has added blackberry and blueberry bushes. His farm has



become a place where schools, clubs, and youth groups bring children to learn about farming
and to have a good time.

John has five children and they have all worked in the business. They are:

Amy — a graduate of UGA, majoring in Marketing, currently in Uganda doing missionary work
with their church

Diana — 20 and majoring in photography and according to her proud father, she has an eye
Mark — a Senior in high school

Rebecca — 14

Bethany — 12

In addition to his family, John employs two full time field workers. John shared an interesting
story about one Fall when they were expecting a number of people to visit the Pumpkin Patch
and Corn Maze and their help was not available for the weekend. His entire family saved the
day and each child pitched in and made the weekend a success. One of the younger children
was in charge of collecting cash from the pumpkin sales and was concerned about whether
she would make correct change. John just told her to ask her customers to help her and
trusted that they would. The whole family was pretty tired when the weekend was over.

What struck me the most in listening to John is that he believes in the goodness of others and
that he will be guided to do the best thing for his family and for others. We should all have that
kind of faith!



