Our October meeting theme was “Doing Well and Making Well”. Kathy Bangle , Director of
Veterinary External Affairs from the UGA College of Veterinary Medicine, was our speaker.

Kathy is a native of Madison, GA and a graduate in Psychology from Presbyterian College in
Clinton, SC. She is married to a veterinarian, Jeff, and they have two sons; Jay (8) and Reid
(5). Kathy began working at UGA in 1992, starting out as the Assist. Director of Planned
Giving.

UGA, as most of us are aware, was founded in 1785. The Veterinary School was founded in
1946. Kathy informed us that part of the state budget funding for the school was initially
funded by income generated from extending the personal driver’s license renewal from one to
five years. The mission of the school is threefold; teaching, research, and service. Students
enrolled in the school have completed a four year undergraduate degree prior to being
accepted into the schools four year program resulting in a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
degree. Graduates can put out a shingle at this point, but many pursue internships/residency
in specialized areas and graduate degrees and PhDs. This year 102 students were accepted
into the program.

Access to the teaching hospital by pets is via referral. The faculty are paid by the State of
Georgia. All other costs are by fees charged to the service recipients. Grace Fund, a local
endowment started by Jim Shearon in memory of his dogs passing, helps to defray the costs
of care based on need. The Veterinary Teaching Hospital also participates in clinical trials and
does vaccine research. They care for sturgeon, koi, ravens, snakes, lizards, and everyday
pets. They perform farm calls for herd health, attend zoo animals, companion animals, injured
wildlife, and raptor centers.

Kathy said there is a tremendous need for graduates of the school and UGA is working hard to
increase the annual class size. They are currently limited by the facilities. The Veterinary
school is currently involved in raising the funds to construct a new teaching hospital nearly
three times larger than the current facility. Cost for the new facility is estimated at greater than
$100 million dollars. Currently, Kathy is involved in raising $15 million dollars of the funds
needed through private support. Kathy said that in order for the college to continue to attract
top teaching staff, they need to grow the facilities.



For those interested in donating to the fund, you can access their website at:

http://www.vet.uga.edu/giving/campaign.php for information on online donations through a
secure website or other methods.

Thanks for coming Kathy and sharing information with us on the Veterinary College, it's
teaching staff, students, and patients.



