Nancy Songster consented to being interviewed for the February Member Spotlight. Nancy
was born in East Orange, New Jersey, but she grew up in Valparaiso, Indiana. Her parents
moved there when she was in 1% grade and she stayed there until after she was married.

Once married, Nancy and her husband, John, were corporate gypsies and made up for staying
in one place that long. They lived in Cedar Rapids, Atlanta, and Baltimore to name but a few
locations. Nancy’s degree was in Speech and Hearing and she taught retarded children for a
year. She was a stay-at-home mom for the younger years of her children, but later was
involved in Interior Design and also managed two Franklin Covey stores.

Nancy and John have three children; two girls and a boy. Laura and her husband, Bill, live in
Delaware. They have two children; Nicholas and Evelyn. Jennifer and her husband, Frank,
live in Long Beach, CA and currently do not have children. Michael and his wife, Mary, live in
Athens, GA and have twin daughters, Maggie and Lois. The Songsters love to visit their
children and grandchildren.

| asked Nancy what brought her to Athens, GA and she explained that her son and daughter-
in-law were graduates of UGA, so she was familiar with the town from visiting them during their
college years, as time went by. In addition, she and her husband had lived in Atlanta in the
1980’s and loved Georgia. When they decided to uproot themselves for their golden years,
they chose Athens.

| was very surprised to find out that Nancy is actively involved in creating miniature dioramas.
On visiting her home to interview her, | was fascinated by the different ones she had on
display. I've taken her picture standing by one of them. Each one is so unique. Some have lit
chandeliers. They're all very intricate. | particularly enjoyed one commemorating Betsy Ross.
She was kind enough to show me her workshop. Martha Stewart has nothing on Nancy
Songster. Her workshop is a lovely, orderly room with lots of light and a great view. Nancy
says she enjoys this art form because it pulls together all the other craft work that she does.
This includes petit-point, knitting, crocheting, etc. Nancy has chaired the Atlanta Miniature
Society Show for the past two years and recently has turned over those duties.



The other things that caught my eye were the paintings throughout her home. She and her
husband have been collecting art since they were first married and they have a lovely
collection of interesting subject matter and media. Nancy is also an avid gardener and fits that
in as well. She has recently gotten bitten by the genealogy bug.

Nancy and her husband enjoy domestic travel mainly, with many visits to Delaware and
Southern California to visit their children. She likes California very much.

| asked Nancy how she became involved in Newcomers Club. She said Joann Hall invited her
to attend. In addition, she had seen the advertisement in the “What's Happening” section of
the Athens Banner Herald.

| asked Nancy to tell me something about herself that she’d like to share with others. She said
it would have to be her love for learning. She is very involved in Learning in Retirement and
enjoys taking classes. She is currently taking a class on China’s history, but has also enjoyed
a class on the Symphony and one on Digital Photography. She enjoys taking classes involved
in culture and the arts. In addition, Nancy and John Rudy, another LIR member, started an
Opera Interest Group for LIR and have arranged for graduate student members of the Opera
program at UGA to speak at luncheons prior to this seasons Live HD broadcasts from the Met
to the Beechwood Cinema on Alps Rd.

| asked Nancy for a piece of advice to pass on. She said “a sense of humor, kindness, and
love for others and a willingness to welcome the new and change will carry you through life’s
ups and downs.”



