Steven Scurry spoke at our November Newcomer’'s Meeting and the room was held spellbound.
Steven is a local historian, who describes himself as a “Son of the South.” Steven grew up in a
family that was seriously interested in genealogy and he was told stories of his ancestors
throughout his childhood. His Uncle Charles Mallard Bondurant was very interested in the Indian
connection to the family and took Steven on day trips exploring old southern landscapes and
southern fields for treasures. Edward Barnard was Steven’s maternal Uncle and was in charge of
the last colonial boundary survey for Georgia. William Bartram, an observer and naturalist,
recorded his observations of the survey. Besides gleaning information from Bartram’s recorded
observations, Steven was lucky enough to have access to the preserved letters of Timothy
Barnard, son of Capt. John Barnard, Steven’s Great Grandfather X 7. Timothy Barnard left
Georgia around 1770 and raised a family as a trader in the Creek nation.

All this family history fueled the fires of Steven’s interest in the Oconee War and his ongoing
research. He is still working on the first draft of his book, Defending the Beloved Land. Steven
estimates that the first draft will require another seven months research. Then he’ll look for a
publisher and a “hoped for” advance before working on the 2" “ draft. Stevenisa graduate of
UGA, with a degree in Anthropology. The summer after High School and prior to college, Steven
traveled the “reservation road” across the nation where he met, befriended, and listened to stories
of Native American history. Currently, Steven works for “Grit” restaurant on Prmce and is
preparing a lecture for the Athens Historical Society, to be given on January 18"™ at 3PM in the
auditorium of the GA Museum of Art.

Steven’s book will cover the period from 1773 to 1796. His goal is to accurately depict the history
of that time in Georgia. He believes the history books, from which we have all learned our
American history, have minimalized the interaction of the settlers with the Native Americans.
Steven states that initially the relationship between the Georgia colony and the Creek nation was
peaceful based on mutually beneficial trade occurring between the two cultures. Textiles, tools,



and guns were traded with the natives for deer skin, which was exported to England to make
leather goods. He explained how the Creek nation established a settlement boundary line with
the English and how trade with the primarily Quaker settlers worked well based on diplomatic
problem solving. Emistisiguo, the Creek leader, observed that the white people compared
friendship to a chain which linked people together. He stated that the Creeks compared
friendship to a grape vine, which grew stronger with age and later expanded the analogy to the
“tree and vine” model.

As time went on, this mutually beneficial relationship was threatened by new immigrants from
other colonized areas who were not interested in the Anglo-Creek trade. These people became
known as “Virginians” which was a derogatory name for the poor settlers from Virginia territory
who came in search of free land. The Creeks were unimpressed with this group of ungovernable
people, who were prone to violence. They often drank to excess, swore, and continued to apply
pressure to extend the established boundaries. During the initial uprisings the Creek warriors
were told to evict the settlers crossing the boundary line and burn their homes, but not to harm
the settlers except in self defense. Later as the settlers pressed their Westward move, the
engagements with the Creeks escalated. The goal of the Creek Nation was to preserve their
claim to the Oconee Valley which were their hunting grounds and which nurtured their mutually
beneficial trade.

Steven talked about the debates in Congress to illustrate the serious nature of the conflict, which
Washington had to personally address. In addition, the adoption of the U.S. Constitution by
Georgia with a unanimous vote was based on their expectation of federal aid in fighting the
Creeks. Atthe same time, the Creek Nation called for an inter-tribal meeting at Niagara to
determine how they would handle the continued push of settlers into the Native American lands.

| cannot begin to cover all the information provided by Steven Scurry at this meeting. Suffice it to
say we definitely enjoyed it and hope that he will be teaching a class at LIR in the near future.

Flagpole write-ups of Steven’s work on the Oconee War were published in three parts in April
2004. He was interviewed by Flagpole for an article in the April 18, 2007 issue. Below are the
URLSs for the articles which you may wish to read:

http://flagpole.com/News/Features/StevenScurry/2007-04-18
http://flagpole.com/News/Features/oconeewar/2004-04-07
http://flagpole.com/News/Features/OconeeWar/2004-04-21/
http://flagpole.com/News/Features/OconeeWar/2004-04-28/




