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Phillip Lee Williams  is an award winning author of 14 books.  He has a wonderful sense of 
humor and a gentle way about him.  He was open to any interruptions but the members of 
AANC who attended didn't make any.  It was thought this was because he was so 
entertaining.  He made a point that his parents attended UGA in 1946 and that he and all his 
siblings and children are graduates of UGA.  He has been married 37 years and has a son and 
daughter. 
 
He pointed out that, when at a young age he told his parents he wanted to be a composer, 
they encouraged him in the arts, rather than trying to point him in a money-making career 
direction.  He has composed 18 symphonies, one of which has been performed.  He also 
pointed out that once he was deemed successful as an author, the community felt that his 
music probably had little value.  The world seems to think that you can only excel in one area 
of the arts. 
 
Phillip has been able to support himself and his family with his journalism career.  He made 
note that when his wife read his first piece she said it was "ok".  She still shows the same 
amount of enthusiasm.  Phillip and his wife live in a quiet area in the woods near a creek.  His 
workroom overlooks this haven and he has made trails in the wood for walking. 
 
Phillip read from his book of poetry "Elegies for the Water".  He also read from his new release 
"Campfire Boys" which is about 3 brothers who entertain in their Confederate Army camp and 



who avoid, at all costs, anything to do with work or the war.  He read two letters from two of the 
brothers and the difference in their attitudes of what they had been through was markedly 
different.  One had serious observations and the other made light of everything, protecting his 
parents from the horrors of war. 
 
The groups thoroughly enjoyed Phillip’s presentation and were able to buy books at the 
meeting and have them signed by the author. 
 


